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reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 4,500 
lbs per year. 

Energy efficiency is an important part of a 
balanced energy policy. That is why President 
George W. Bush and the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives included a provision in H.R. 6, 
The Energy Policy Act of 2003, which would 
expand the ENERGY STAR program. 

The homebuilders who participate in the 
ENERGY STAR program recognize the impor-
tance of energy conservation. Once again, I 
would like to thank these 21 North Texas 
homebuilders for their commitment to con-
structing ENERGY STAR qualified homes. 
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100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
KENTUCKIANS OF NEW YORK 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 2, 2004 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commemorate the 100th Anniversary of The 
Kentuckians of New York. This congressional 
recognition will be presented on June 3, 2004 
in New York City to a gathering of more than 
325 persons at a Gala Dinner Dance. On the 
occasion, the following six Kentuckians will be 
honored for their distinguished careers in their 
chosen field, for their contributions to their 
community for public service, and their impact 
both nationally and globally: Owsley Brown II, 
John Y. Brown, Jr., Martha Layne Collins, Bob 
Edwards, Phil Simms, and Bill Samuels, Jr. 

The Kentuckians of New York was orga-
nized on April 27, 1904. The first president 
was John C. Carlisle, who served six years. 
During the turn of the century, several state 
societies were formed. Those who had chosen 
New York as their new home longed to main-
tain contact with persons from their home 
state. The Kentuckians of New York is one of 
the few, which remain today and have 
reached this milestone. In the early days, it 
was a men’s organization, which met periodi-
cally to enjoy fellowship and sampling of some 
of the principal Kentucky products, tobacco 
and bourbon. 

During the term of President James C. 
Bowling (1974–76), Peggy Silhanek and Myra 
Leigh Tobin became the first two women 
members. I joined the organization soon after 
membership was opened to women. I met, not 
one, but all four criteria for becoming a mem-
ber: born in Kentucky, lived in Kentucky for at 
least five years, graduated from a Kentucky 
college or university, and a son or daughter of 
a Kentuckian. 

The society currently has both resident and 
nonresident members. The primary purpose of 
the organization is to share fellowship and the 
love of our Kentucky heritage at two dinner 
meetings each year. At these meetings, a re-
ception is followed by dinner and a talk about 
some aspect of Kentucky by a distinguished 
speaker from Kentucky or with ties to Ken-
tucky. 

I was invited to be a speaker in October 
2001, which followed the terrorist acts on the 
World Trade Center and the Pentagon on 
September 11, 2001. It was a very somber 
time in New York City and in the country. The 
Kentuckians of New York lost two of its mem-
bers, James R. Paul and Thomas W. 
Hohlweck, Jr., who worked in the World Trade 

Center. My remarks focused on re-assuring 
members that Members of Congress were ad-
dressing terrorism and were concerned about 
the safety and security of its citizens, and in 
bringing justice to those who committed the 
terrorist acts of 9/11. 

Many illustrious speakers have addressed 
the organization. One memorable evening was 
the time when former Governor A.B. ‘‘Happy’’ 
Chandler was speaker, following his induction 
into the Baseball Hall of Fame. Former Presi-
dent Richard Nixon came to the reception un-
announced to extend his congratulations to 
‘‘Happy’’ Chandler and to extend greetings to 
The Kentuckians of New York. 

Mr. Speaker, on the occasion of The Ken-
tuckians of New York’s 100th Anniversary, I 
join with its members and other Kentuckians 
who will celebrate in its contributions to New 
York, to Kentucky, and to our nation. 
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TRIBUTE TO RALPH LIBERTO 

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 2, 2004 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute 
to a dear friend and selfless public servant, 
Ralph Liberto. Ralph’s dedication to working 
families spanned a lifetime, from his early 
days as a Marine Raider in World War II, 
through his service as a union leader, and fi-
nally as a trusted County Commissioner rep-
resenting southwest Warren for the past 14 
years. Ralph died on March 15th at the age of 
80, after quietly battling leukemia. 

For more than 30 years, Ralph played a 
major role in defining and changing Macomb 
County. Ralph Liberato distinguished himself 
as a friend to the working families and senior 
citizens in Macomb County, a friend to military 
veterans, and as an honest, dedicated and re-
spected public servant. 

After proudly serving his beloved country 
from 1940–1946 in the United States Marine 
Corps, he began working at a Chevrolet Gear 
and Axle plant. He quickly earned the respect 
of his fellow union employees, who elected 
him to the highest UAW office in the plant, 
shop chairman. He continued to champion 
labor rights as UAW Local 160’s first presi-
dent, then union leader for the AFL–CIO, and 
government relations director for AFSCME. 

Ralph Liberato saw public service as a way 
to continue his deep sense of duty to the com-
munity and to his fellow citizens. A spirited po-
litical leader, he began cooking spaghetti for 
countless political and charitable fund raisers, 
providing his famous pasta at events from the 
shores of Lake St. Clair to Lansing. 

In 1990 he was elected to Macomb Coun-
ty’s Board of Commissioners, where he served 
on a variety of committees. His colleagues re-
lied on his negotiation and debate skills, even-
tually electing him Vice Chair of the Board 
from 1996–2001. As a member of the Parks 
and Recreation Board and a fan of big band 
music, he started senior citizen swing dances 
held at the Freedom Hill Park and Metro 
Beach. To honor Commissioner Liberato’s leg-
acy, Independence Hall at Freedom Hill Coun-
ty Park was recently renamed ‘‘ Ralph A. 
Liberato Independence Hall.’’ 

Later in life, Ralph continued to fight for 
causes he believed in. He diligently worked to 

raise funds for Washington D.C.’s World War 
II Memorial honoring his fellow veterans. 

Whatever endeavor or job Ralph took on, he 
did it with his whole heart and a deep sense 
of duty for serving those around him. I ask my 
colleagues to join me in honoring the life of 
Ralph Liberto for all his tireless work on behalf 
of our community and citizens. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 2, 2004 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, had I been 
present yesterday during rollcall No. 210, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ During rollcall No. 
211, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ And, on rollcall 
No. 212, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
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RECOGNIZING THE WINNERS AND 
SPONSORS OF THE 24 CHAL-
LENGE MATH TOURNAMENT IN 
SAN DIEGO, CA 

HON. RANDY ‘‘DUKE’’ CUNNINGHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 2, 2004 

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the winners of the 24 
Challenge Math Tournament in San Diego, CA 
and to express my appreciation to the spon-
sors who helped to make the tournament pos-
sible. 

The 24 game is played with decks of cards 
with each card displaying four numbers. The 
numbers vary in complexity from single digits 
to fractions, decimals and exponents. Students 
combine the numbers to make 24 by using 
basic math operations and mental calcula-
tions. The 24 Challenge involves tournament- 
style programs using the 24 game to spark in- 
class, school wide and regional mathematics 
competitions. Students prepare for tournament 
play by practicing games both in and outside 
the classroom for eight to twelve weeks prior 
to year-end regional championship competi-
tions. 

In San Diego, the regional tournament is 
held each year during the Congressional Me-
morial Day recess at the San Diego Aero-
space Museum. This year’s tournament was 
held on Wednesday, May 26. I would like to 
recognize the winners of San Diego’s 24 Chal-
lenge: (Alvin Balmeo of Las Palmas E.S., 
Grade 4/5 winner; Ling Yeung of Del Mar Hills 
E.S., Grade 6 winner; Sofie Christlieb of 
Standley M.S., Grade 7/8 winner; and Michael 
Kim of Standley M.S., Platinum Master. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in applaud-
ing these dedicated and hardworking students. 
I also encourage my colleagues to host tour-
naments in their Congressional districts. Over 
the years, this exciting math program has en-
gaged millions of students from all back-
grounds. The 24 Game provides students with 
a common ground for developing math fluency 
and game play helps children develop skills 
such as number sense, pattern sensing, prob-
lem solving and mental math. At the same 
time, the 24 Challenge math tournaments en-
courage students to embrace the spirit of com-
petition. 
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I would also like to thank the sponsors of 

the San Diego 24 Challenge Tournament: The 
San Diego Chargers; NBC 7/39; WestEd; 
SONY; Gen-Probe; and Greater San Diego 
Math Council. 

These sponsors have recognized the need 
for students to build strong skills in problem 
solving, mental math and reasoning. The sup-
port of these sponsors is absolutely critical for 
helping San Diego’s students to achieve by 
applying the skills that they learn in the class-
room. I would like to offer a special ‘‘thank 
you’’ to Gen-Probe, a biotechnology company 
headquartered in my district, who sponsored 
the tournament for the first time this year. I 
would also like to thank Bob Sun and Nan 
Ronis for the tireless efforts to make these 
tournaments all across the country a success. 
In closing, I urge my colleagues to join me in 
recognizing the achievement of the winners of 
the San Diego 24 Challenge Math Tour-
nament, as well as the commitment of the 
sponsors who helped to make it possible. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO FRED 
KROEGER 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 2, 2004 

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to pay tribute to Fred 
Kroeger and thank him for the remarkable 
civic contributions he has made to his Du-
rango community and the State of Colorado. A 
lifelong resident of the Durango area, Fred 
was recently recognized by Club 20 for his 
service to Western Colorado with the pres-
tigious Vanderhoof Award. It is with great sat-
isfaction that I congratulate a good friend of 
mine for his significant contributions to the Du-
rango Community. 

Fred was born and raised in Durango where 
he graduated from Durango High School. He 
later attended Fort Lewis College for two 
years, and went on to receive a degree in 
Agronomy from Colorado State University. 
Using his degree, he managed his family’s ag-
riculture supply business. His natural leader-
ship in the business arena aided in his elec-
tion to the Board of the National Retail Hard-
ware Association in 1965 where he went on to 
serve as the Association’s President. 

Fred has spent a lifetime supporting local 
civic matters, from the Fort Lewis College 
Foundation Board to the Board of the First Na-
tional Bank of Durango. His most lasting con-
tribution to Western Colorado however, will be 
the decades of leadership which he has con-
tributed to Colorado’s water arena. He served 
on the Colorado Water Conservation Board for 
twenty-one years, and the Southwest Water 
Conservation District Board since 1954 where 
he served the District as President. The Dis-
trict covers six counties and portions of three 
others in Southwest Colorado. Fred also dedi-
cated countless hours over the years to se-
cure the passage of the Animas La Plata 
water project, which gives the Ute Indian Tribe 
the water resources promised to them in an 
earlier treaty. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to recognize 
Fred Kroeger before this body of Congress 
and this nation, and congratulate him on re-
ceiving the Vanderhoof Award from Club 20. 

The award is a well-deserved testament to 
Fred’s willingness to provide his time and ex-
perience to his fellow citizens. It is my privi-
lege to extend to Fred my sincerest thanks for 
his years of dedicated service and wish him all 
the best in his future endeavors. 
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HONORING THE POEMS OF STU-
DENTS FROM RIDLEY HIGH 
SCHOOL, FOLSOM, PA 

HON. CURT WELDON 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 2, 2004 

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, 
I had the great pleasure and honor to partici-
pate in the Ridley High School Memorial Day 
Program on May 28, 2004. I was presented 
with a very special compilation of poems com-
posed by the students from Ridley High 
School’s Advanced Placement American His-
tory/Honors English classes. The assignment 
was voluntary and those students, whose work 
is reflected here, searched their hearts for 
their feelings about America’s military men 
and women. The result was a wonderful col-
lection of poetry that expresses their pride and 
gratitude for those who make personal sac-
rifices to protect our freedoms and democracy. 

I join with these students in their continued 
support and appreciation for our troops at 
home and abroad. I hope my colleagues find 
both inspiration and gratitude in their words so 
beautifully expressed. 

WITH EVERY STEP 

With every step through your daily life 
Quietly, they whisper 
Whisper courage to the young children 
Playing under the warmth of the sun 
Whisper sacrifice to all 
Enjoying the freedom they provided. 

From their peaceful rest they whisper 
Going under with the honor of a nation 
And their love of country 
The willing force for freedom 
Makes the land of the free 
The home of the brave. 

In kind words, we whisper 
Do not forget the contributions 
Of our fallen countrymen 
In this time of terror 
They protect us still. 

Tabatha Sabatino 

OUR SUNS 

Running laps, chasing circles, rounding 
wheels 

inside a mind fall back in time now 
answer questions, which before could change 

a life. 
Still inside is such a yearning once repressed 

in idol lines. 
Decisions made remain unchanged 
once again it’s no surprise. 

Unending conflict risk of fears so unfair and 
still not right 

To rock the boat? To sink the boat? To loose 
the boat? 

To rise? As rise the sun and sons do rise 
before the settling of the matter 
What matters more won’t make it right 
Forget what is right to love the latter. 

Sara Rothemel 

ORDINARY PEOPLE 

War is not a poem I can write, 
There were men in marshes in Asia once 
Swallowing a lump in their throat 

and running through a steel, cold rain 
and we couldn’t understand why. 

Peace is not an ideal blowing among the pol-
len 

from the windswept daisies. 
There were men trapped in foreign countries 

once 
battling for the freedom of oppressed people 
and assuring that America remained most 

free. 

Justice is not found in the barrel of a gun 
It is not found in a switch or an engine 
It is not in the hand of the person in control 

of any of those 
It is in the name of intuition 
and belief in a system 
A whole 
One nation 
where most men have found freedom 
found a pursuit 
A man will step on the battlefield as a sol-

dier 
the hero of middle America 
and return to his home 
his job, and his life 
like an ordinary man 

our nation is watched over 
by the vigilance, the gunshots, 
the air patrol, the patience, 
the dedication and discipline 
of ordinary people. 

Kim Leszak 

THE SOLDIER 

The American soldier emits an ineffable 
presence 

To represent our country and to be revered 
He holds his duties with a profound dignity 
And sacrifices his character to defend our 

country 
He witnesses battles, and scourges, and 

deaths 
And gambles himself to defend our freedom 
His mission should be respected by all 
As he aims to keep safety for our American 

future. 

Chris Gross 

MY DADDY WAS A SAILOR 

The little boy had found the trunk 
Hidden beneath the bed 
And when he opened the dusty lock 
Old visions filled his head. 

He saw his father’s picture 
He was dressed in starchy white 
He saw the ship that carried him 
And his eyes filled with fright 
He picked up all the medals 
As his eyes filled with tears 
For his father had died long ago 
And he had forgotten all these years 
He admired his father’s bravery 
For he knew the story well 
His father protected his honor 
It is a story he loves to tell 

‘‘My daddy was a sailor 
He wore his chevrons proud 
And though he cannot tell you 
He made us safe and sound 
My daddy gave his life 
Fighting for our country 
And I think it’s safe to say 
His virtues are in me. 
I want to serve my country 
I want to stand up tall 
I want to be like my daddy 
I want that most of all.’’ 

The little boy grew up that day 
He became a sailor too 
He know the dangers facing him 
But his honor was brave and true. 
He will pass on the glory 
That his father gave to him 
He will fight for our country’s honor 
He will be there through thick and thin. 
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